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Welcome to Term 4! We are already in Week 4 of Semester 2, and it is hard to believe how quickly the year is passing. 
While the weeks are flying by, so too are the wonderful results our students are achieving. 
I hope many of you saw the recent ABC Education story highlighting how Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School is helping to 
close the gap in literacy. It was wonderful to see our students and staff recognised nationally for the outstanding work 
happening here every day. 
Our success is not just reflected in one news story. The excellent results published from last year's NAPLAN have now 
been reinforced by our 2026 NAPLAN data. Our students' progress and the value we are adding to their learning are on 
par with, and in many areas higher than, comparable schools across Australia. While we know there is still work to do 
to lift overall achievement levels, the growth our koolangkas are making is something we should all celebrate. 
This success belongs to everyone. Thank you to our dedicated staff for their unwavering commitment to providing the 
very best education for our children. Thank you also to our families and community for getting your children to school 
every day. We cannot teach children if they are not at school. Attendance matters. Every day counts towards your 
child's future. 
If you are experiencing any challenges getting your child to school, please don't hesitate to give us a call and have a 
yarn. We are here to help. Open communication is important, and together we can find solutions that support positive 
outcomes for every student. 
As many of you know, 2026 marks the 30th anniversary of Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School. Please save the date – 
Friday, 20 November – and come and celebrate this very special milestone with us. We look forward to welcoming 
past and present students, families, staff and community members to reminisce, reconnect and celebrate three 
decades of learning, culture and community. 
Last Wednesday we were privileged to host a Community Morning Tea where our students had the opportunity to sit 
with our Elders and old people to listen, learn and record their stories. These conversations are invaluable, allowing 
our children to connect with the wisdom, experiences and history of previous generations. Thank you to everyone who 
attended and so generously shared your knowledge. Your stories are a gift to our children and an important part of 
preserving our culture. 
Tomorrow our Yongka Class (Thursday 13th August) will be presenting their assembly. We would love to see as many 
families and community members there as possible. Come along, fill your cup with joy, celebrate our students' 
learning and stay for a yarn and a cuppa. I always enjoy catching up with our families. 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has supported our fun Telethon dress-up days by donating. Telethon is an 
incredible community fundraising initiative that supports children and families across Western Australia. Many 
services and programs that benefit our community have been made possible through Telethon funding, so we are 
proud to play our part. 
Thank you for your continued support of Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School. Together, through strong partnerships between 
home, school and community, we are creating every opportunity for our koolangkas to thrive. 
Boorda 
Remembering the past, living in the present and preparing for our future. 

 
Karen Augustson 
Principal 
 
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY REMINDER 
 
Recently, I met with Buswest, and an important issue was raised regarding students' school bags. 
Some students are bringing wheelie school bags, which present an occupational health and safety risk on the 
bus. They can create trip hazards in the aisle and, due to their size, often do not fit safely under the bus seats. 
If your child currently uses a wheelie bag, we kindly ask that you provide them with a standard backpack instead. 
If purchasing a new backpack is difficult, please contact the school. We have a small number of backpacks 
available and are more than happy to provide one to families who need them. 
While we are talking about bus safety, we would also like to remind families that an adult must be home and 
visible when the school bus drops children off. Bus drivers are unable to leave a child if they cannot see a 
responsible adult at the designated stop. This important safety procedure helps ensure every child arrives home 
safely. 
Thank you for your support in helping keep our koolangkas safe on their journey to and from school.
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COMMUNITY MORNING TEA 
 
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the members 
of our community who attended our Community Morning 
Tea on Wednesday, 5 August. 
The morning was a joyful occasion filled with connection, 
storytelling and shared memories. Our koolangka had the 
opportunity to interview community members, including 
our Elders, about the history of Djidi Djidi Aboriginal School 
over the past 30 years and their personal connections to 
our school. 
These interviews have been recorded as part of our 30-Year 
Anniversary project and will be showcased during our 
anniversary celebrations on Friday, 20 November. They will 
also become a valuable part of our school's history, 
preserving the voices, stories and experiences of our 
community for future generations. 
Thank you to everyone who generously shared their time 
and memories. Your contributions are helping us honour 
our past while inspiring those who will walk through our 
school gates in the years to come.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Emily Davies 
Business Support Officer 

On the 15th there’s an exciting opportunity for young 
people aged 8-15 to get involved in a Basketball 
clinic with the Perth Wildcats and their coaching 
team, it’s a chance for the kids to learn from and 
interact with elite athletes. 
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KAAWAR KINDY CLASS 
 

 
Our little Kawaar dinosaur experts have been having a 
ROAR-some start to the term! Through lots of fun, 
hands-on activities, the children have been exploring 
all things dinosaurs while building important early 
learning skills. They have been practising writing their 
names, counting to 10, and discovering patterns 
through games, art, and play. It has been wonderful to 
see their confidence, curiosity and excitement grow 
as they learn, explore and make new discoveries every 
day! 
 
Rebecca Smedley 
Class Teacher 
 
 
DERMOKALITJ PP/1 CLASS  
 

 
In Dermokalitj we are learning about the 
moombakoort (ocean). Aunty Charmaine is teaching 
us Noongar words and dances, whilst Ms Saunders is 
teaching us about living and non-living things in the 
ocean. We took advantage of the lovely weather and 
put ocean animals in our water tray to play with 
outside. 
 

 
 
Rachael Murphy and Cath Martin 
ECE Teachers 
 
 
NYINGARN CLASS 
 

 
Nyingarn Class returned to school this term ready, 
refreshed, and eager to learn. This term, we have been 
exploring healthy eating while developing our 
understanding of procedures and how to write clear, 
step-by-step instructions. We discovered just how 
important detailed directions are, especially when 
guiding someone to a specific location. We are 
excited to put our procedural writing into action by 
making Nyingarn’s famous pumpkin soup and 
carefully following the recipe we created together. It’s 
sure to be a delicious way to celebrate our learning! 
 

 

Denise Holst 
Class Teacher 

KOOLBARDI CLASS 
 
Kaya from Koolbardi! 
We have had a fantastic first half of the year, and 
the koolangka are looking forward to making even 
more moorditj memories together in the second half 
of the year. 
This term we are reading RUN by Sarah Armstrong, 
shortlisted for the 2026 Children's Book Council of 
Australia Book of the Year Award. To help bring our 
class novel to life for our Book Week Assembly, we are 
transforming our classroom into the Australian bush. 
Every branch, campsite and bush track helps the 
students step into the story, imagine what the 
characters experience and make meaningful 
connections with the text. As you can see, we're off to 
a great start! 
 

 
 
Thank you, as always, for the encouragement, support 
and trust you show our classroom. Whether you're 
sharing knowledge, helping with activities, attending 
events or simply taking the time to ask your child 
about their day, you are an important part of our 
learning community. It is a privilege to learn alongside 
your children and to continue learning from the 
families who make our classroom such a special 
place. 
Please keep an eye out for permission slips and notes 
throughout the term. We have several exciting 
excursions, incursions and special activities planned, 
and we can't wait to share these experiences with the 
students. 
 
Darci Condran 
Class Teacher 
 
 
YONGKA CLASS 
 
We have had a wonderful start to the term. We 
enjoyed getting to know our new teacher, Mr Logan, 
and have been busy settling into our classroom 
routines. We also had the opportunity to go on some 
exciting excursions, take part in fun craft activities, 
and work together to prepare for our upcoming 
assembly. It has been a busy and enjoyable couple of 
weeks filled with learning, creativity, and teamwork! 
Please join us for the assembly on the 13th of August 
and stay afterwards too. 
 
Logan Burgemeister 
Class Teacher 
 
 



WETJ CLASS 
 
At the end of last term, Wetj students got to get muddy 
and work with some clay making little pots. They 
learnt how to make the bowl shape and then add 
different things to the outside of their pots. They 
showed great creativity, care and focus throughout all 
the processes. They are all now excited to see how 
they turn out once they have gone through their final 
firings.  
 

 
 
 
Debra Parkes 
Class Teacher 
 
 
 
 ARTS 
 
With a few Koolangka looking a little unsure at first, we 
started our first dance lesson for the term. There was 
a lot of movement and laughter as we learnt to mirror 
another student’s moves and practice narrow and 
wider stances. The session concluded with 
demonstrations of the students creative balancing. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cath Martin 
Class Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TWO-WAY SCIENCE 
 

 
This semester in Two-Way Science, students will be 
getting outdoors to explore our local oceans, 
waterways and wetlands through both Noongar 
knowledge and Western Science. They'll discover the 
amazing plants and animals that call these places 
home, investigate how living things survive, learn 
about the changing seasons, and explore why healthy 
waterways are so important for people, wildlife and 
Boodja (Country). There will be plenty of hands-on 
investigations, outdoor learning and opportunities to 
connect with our local environment. We encourage 
families to keep the conversations going at home by 
asking lots of questions about what your child has 
discovered each week—your curiosity and interest 
can make a big difference in sparking their excitement 
and deepening their learning! 
 
Tamara Saunders 
Two-way Science Teacher 
 
 
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 
 
Kaya, I am Nadine the school psychologist here at 
Djidi Djidi, I am onsite on Thursdays! 
 
In the busyness of life, it's often the small moments 
that matter most. Children thrive when they know they 
are seen and heard, and these everyday moments 
build strong relationships that support their 
confidence, emotional wellbeing, and learning. 
 
One way to do this is to set aside a few minutes at the 
end of each day to reflect and share; 

• something good that happened 
• something that was hard 
• something you’re looking forward to 

 
Nadine O’Connor 
School Psychologist 
 
 
The CHARACTER STRENGTH we are working on for 
weeks 4-6 is  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


